
February 3, 2023

Fabric and Craft Supplies Donated in God's Timing

Robert Tom and his wife
Lynette owned a fabric
store located in
Montpelier, Ohio. The
fabric store, teeming with
bright colors and fun
patterns and craft
supplies, was a big part of
Robert and Lynette’s life.
When Lynette fell ill and
moved to a memory care
unit, they made the hard
decision to close their
dearly loved store. 

Robert, wanting to make
good out of this situation, decided to bless others through the closing of their store.
He knew many of the handmade projects Midwest Mission offers require fabric, and
that Midwest Mission would occasionally send bolts of fabric on shipments. Robert
decided the best thing to do would be to donate all of the fabric and craft supplies to
Midwest Mission.

He is no stranger to Midwest Mission. He spent many years donating his time to the
ministry, served on the Board of Directors 10 years ago, and still has the same
passion for the ministry as he did when he was a board member. 

The building was given to a local church, with the stipulation that the fabric and
supplies could be stored there until everything could be picked up. Picking up the
supplies was a lot harder than originally planned. Two attempts were made to
coordinate a pickup that didn’t work out. After the second postponed attempt in
December, Chantel Corrie, Midwest Mission’s Executive Director, contacted Patty
Nelson, Midwest Mission’s current West Ohio Board Member, about visiting Robert
to see how much fabric there was so they would know what kind of transportation
was needed.

In January, Robert called Chantel on a Monday saying he had a lot of fabric stored
in his apartment… and he was moving Saturday. With that deadline in place,
Chantel immediately began to think about how Midwest Mission could get the

https://www.midwestmission.org/donate


supplies from Ohio in five days.

God had a plan, and they just
had to follow along. 

It “just so happened” that
Gene Turner, Midwest
Mission’s Mission in Motion
Manager, was already going
to be heading that way that
same weekend for a Rice
Meal Pack in Michigan.
Although they previously
couldn’t seem to make the
pickup work, God
orchestrated perfect timing.

After the logistics were set,
Chantel called Patty to
assemble a team to help
Gene and Robert load the

supplies. Patty was able to coordinate a team of three additional volunteers: John
Pape, Bonnie Elsass, and Tom Wente. 

On Thursday, January 26, Gene began his trip to Ohio and Michigan in Midwest
Mission’s semi truck. The next morning, they all met Gene at Robert’s apartment in
Bryan, Ohio. Then, the team traveled to the location of the old fabric store, and
spent the morning piling loads of fabric, sewing supplies, and craft supplies into the
Midwest Mission semi truck.

In total, there were over 300 bolts of fabric.

“There’s no mission that has ever done what this mission has,” Robert said, in awe
of seeing God work in and through Midwest Mission for so many years.

This fabric donation will give hope and empowerment to people around the world.

Hurricane Ian Recovery Work in Progress



Tanya Oberg, Midwest Mission Board Member, has spent several weeks working
with Early Response Teams (ERTs) in different areas in Florida. Most recently, her
team worked in Ft. Myers.

To read more, see our recent Facebook post here.

Prayers to Lift Up
As we move further in winter, please pray for those who are out in the cold. Pray they can

https://www.facebook.com/midwestmission/posts/pfbid05eWqnSPhKhwpchspZHXoojNzFa2Trv1eZhYtk8KZC6JNvPHsRYhAKsAQDPMzkAA5l


find warmth and safety, and that needed resources will reach them.

"For it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose."
Philippians 2:13

Midwest Mission Weekly Projects
Work of the Mission Volunteers

Projects completed
1220 UMCOR Menstrual Hygiene Kits
1200 Rice Meals - Midland FUMC, Midland, MI

Other work done
16 Bikes repaired
18 Desks cut, routed, polyurethaned, built
Cleaning
Counting items into inventory

​Midwest Mission is able to do this work because of your generous donations
and willingness to volunteer. Thank you!

Share some GOD news with those you
love!

Do you have family or friends that need some GOOD News - GOD News - to uplift them?
If so please click on the button below and share the link provided. The more we can
spread the word about the work God is doing here, the more we can make the world a
happier place.

Link to Share the Midwest Mission Newsletter

Ready to Get Involved?

Schedule Your Mission Journey
Dates are available in 2023 and 2024

Need a Saturday option for team volunteering
or assistance in booking?

Contact Pat Wright at pat@midwestmission.org
or 217-697-4063

​Click below to check calendar openings and to
reserve your spots.

Mission Journey  Reservation Calendar

Volunteers at Work

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/naVatna/EmailSignUp?source_id=ba5b43c3-d194-41b3-9c36-2ed792da18a6&source_type=em&c=
mailto:pat@midwestmission.org
https://www.midwestmission.org/mission-journey/volunteer
https://mmdc.volunteermatrix.com/


January 30 - February 3, 2023



Volunteer Leaders

Ron & Sharon Monroe
Fairbury, IL

Chuck & Karen Porter
Brighton, IL

Volunteer Teams

First UMC
Baraboo, WI

Lincoln First UMC
Lincoln, IL

We are so grateful for all our regular volunteers, and the time they give towards volunteering at

Midwest Mission. We appreciate their passion and dedication to the ministry!
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February 10, 2023

Shipment #7 is Headed to Grenada

http://midwestmission.org/donate
https://www.midwestmission.org/post/mission-trip-to-midwest-mission-sparks-a-love-story


Grenada, located in the southeastern Caribbean, is one of our newer recipient
countries. 38% of Grenadians live under the poverty line, many suffering because of
droughts and inaccessible supplies. Food For The Poor works with in-country
parters to get needed supplies to families who are suffering. They also have three
children's homes, part of their Angels of Hope program, that receives items for 51
children. *

Being able to ship to Grenada means that we can help make a difference and impact
the lives of those who are in need of basic resources. Our mission, although to send
tangible resources, is also to send the intangibles - hope and empowerment to build
a better life. We do this by praying over every item, every pallet, and every shipment
that leaves the Midwest Mission building.

On Wednesday, February 8, a container arrived at Midwest Mission
The final destination: Grenada.

Click here to watch the time-lapse of this shipment being loaded.

This shipment included:
​840 Personal Dignity Kits
140 Feminine Hygiene Kits
200 Layette Kits
2240 Student Kits
120 Tarps
Redirect medical supplies
Redirect cleaning supplies
Blankets

Total Weight: 26,942 lbs
Total Value: $265,095.00

*Facts about Grenada from foodforthepoor.org

 

Mission Trip to Midwest Mission Sparks a Love
Story

https://www.facebook.com/midwestmission/videos/1317376695785033/


When Mark and Margie traveled to Midwest Mission with their mission team in
November of 2004, they expected to learn about Midwest Mission and serve for the
week.

While they did learn about Midwest Mission and serve, they also received something
they didn't expect - a spark. A spark that would cause them to return one year later
as Mr. and Mrs.

Read More

https://www.midwestmission.org/post/mission-trip-to-midwest-mission-sparks-a-love-story


Helpful Links
to donate: midwestmission.org/donate
to see Permanent Collection Sites: midwestmission.org/permanent-collection-sites
to see Personal Dignity Kit list: click here
to buy items and have them sent to Midwest Mission: click here

Prayers to Lift Up
Please take a moment and pray for those impacted by the earthquake in Syria and

Turkey. Pray for peace and comfort for those who lost loved ones, pray for resources to
reach those who need them most, and pray they will find hope and guidance from God in

the midst of this crisis.

"God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear though
the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, though its waters

roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling."
Psalm 46:1-3

http://midwestmission.org/donate
http://midwestmission.org/permanent-collection-sites
https://files.constantcontact.com/15bbc602901/10100f97-b4c4-4e4f-b310-b5b35d670c08.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/360CZAC62IHG0/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex?


IMPORTANT TO KNOW:
WE WILL BE CLOSED TO VOLUNTEERS

ON FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17TH.

Midwest Mission Weekly Projects
Work of the Mission Volunteers

Projects completed
590 UMCOR Menstrual Hygiene Kits

Other work done
Bikes repaired
Desks built, polyurethaned
Cleaning
Stuffing Impact Report
Sorting donations
Counting items into inventory

Disbursements
Cultivators, Rantoul, IL: 214 UMCOR Hygiene Kits Value: $2,782.00
CICIM, Decatur, IL: 675 lb. of redirect bleacher wood for bunk beds Value: $2,200.50
Grenada (Food For The Poor): see story above

​Midwest Mission is able to do this work because of your generous donations
and willingness to volunteer. Thank you!

Share some GOD news with those you
love!

Do you have family or friends that need some GOOD News - GOD News - to uplift them?
If so please click on the button below and share the link provided. The more we can
spread the word about the work God is doing here, the more we can make the world a
happier place.

Link to Share the Midwest Mission Newsletter

Ready to Get Involved?

Schedule Your Mission Journey
Dates are available in 2023 and 2024

Need a Saturday option for team volunteering
or assistance in booking?

Contact Pat Wright at pat@midwestmission.org
or 217-697-4063

​Click below to check calendar openings and to

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/naVatna/EmailSignUp?source_id=086d7295-d0ce-4a4e-a9ac-9de89a3d44d6&source_type=em&c=
mailto:pat@midwestmission.org


reserve your spots.

Mission Journey  Reservation Calendar

Volunteers at Work
February 6-10, 2023

https://www.midwestmission.org/mission-journey/volunteer
https://mmdc.volunteermatrix.com/


Volunteer Leaders

Chuck & Karen Porter
Brighton, IL

Volunteer Teams

St. Luke
Newton, IA

Athens UMC
Athens, IL



Trinity UMC
Charles City, IA

Union Reunion
St. Louis, MO

Douglas Avenue UMC
Springfield, IL Will Turk

Chatham, IL

We are so grateful for all our regular volunteers, and the time they give towards volunteering at

Midwest Mission. We appreciate their passion and dedication to the ministry!
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February 17, 2023

Personal Dignity Kits Needed in Turkey

http://midwestmission.org/donate


Rubble. Destruction. Chaos. That’s the scene many in Turkey are experiencing right
now. Some have lost their homes, others their businesses, others have lost loved
ones. It’s moments like these that those of us on the outside can be paralyzed,
feeling helpless when looking in on such a disparaging situation, not knowing what
we can do.

But there is hope. 

We see people from all over the world joining together to help rescue people, find
shelter for others, deliver food and water. We watch as children are reunited with
their parents, friendships are formed in the midst of loneliness and uncertainty, and
we witness God’s power work within the crisis as needs are met, and prayers are
said all over the world. 

That is what gives those within the devastation hope. That is what gives us hope.
And, the needs in Turkey, paired with that hope is what moves us to action. 

Are you ready to help? 

Midwest Mission is preparing to send disaster relief supplies through our partner,
North Star Foundation. 

Earlier this week, Inna, from North Star, reached out with requests for specific
needs. North Star has a preexisting relationship with the Turkish Consulate, allowing
shipments to enter Turkey. After the earthquakes, North Star immediately began to
collect supplies, and they set up donation drop-offs in Boston where they are
located.

Donations began coming in, but they realized something. 

It would be convenient if the hygiene supplies - like shampoo, toothbrushes, towels,
etc. - were packaged together in bags for easy distribution. At the moment, they are
getting the individual pieces that they would later have to put into Ziploc bags.

Inna was on the phone telling Brad Walton, Operations Manager, this and the light
bulbs going off in his head were almost visible! 



Midwest Mission Personal Dignity Kits are exactly what they are needing. 

And so, we need to prepare upwards of 20,000 Personal Dignity Kits so we have
what is needed to send to Turkey, as well as Ukraine and the other countries where
we consistently send help. 

What can you do? 

1. You can donate! Monetary donations allow us to quickly buy supplies in bulk,
and buy what is being requested by Turkey. Donate here.

2. You can also buy items for the Personal Dignity Kit from our Amazon
shopping list and have it delivered to Midwest Mission. To see the list, click
here.

3. You can pray! Disaster Relief is both a marathon and a sprint. There are years
of recovery to come in Turkey. Pray for the people who are in crisis, pray for
the people who are responding, and pray for God’s hand in the process so
that the people who are in need will receive life-saving supplies.

This is the first request for the first shipment - and there will be more. 

Turkey was hit by these earthquakes, but they are also facing the bone chilling
winter temperatures, a lack of food and water, and a lack of basic necessities. This
is another disaster in and of itself. Your donations and prayer will help Midwest
Mission send Personal Dignity Kits, and to be ready for when we are called upon for
more shipments.

 

Dominican Republic Will Receive Shipment #8

On Thursday, February 16, the familiar sounds could be heard around the
warehouse - the semi-truck pulling in, the fork lifts revving up, and the final boxes

http://midwestmission.org/donate
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/360CZAC62IHG0/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex?


moving to the loading dock. It was shipment day. 

Leading up to Thursday, the operations team prepared all the boxes and pallets that
would be going on this shipment, staging what would be going into the container on
the loading dock.

This shipment is international shipment #8 for the year, and it is headed to the
Dominican Republic. The container will go by semi-truck to St. Louis, then on the
railroad to a port where it will load on a ship and be transported to the Dominican.
Once it arrives, Food For The Poor (FFTP), our biggest international partner, will
transport the shipment to their warehouse. Then, the items will be split up and
distributed to FFTP’s partner nonprofits in-country.  

There have been a lot of items going in and out of Midwest Mission already this
year, and it has been exciting to witness. God is putting the right items in the right
hands of the right people to do good around the world and around the corner. We
have been able to continuously ship items out of the warehouse – some items barely
sit on the shelf before getting shipped out!

This past week, a team from Valparaiso, IN worked on Student Kits. Those Student
Kits left the warehouse just one day later on this shipment to the Dominican
Republic. It’s amazing to see people use their willing hearts and hands to serve
people they may never meet. 

This shipment included:
1,960 Student Kits
280 Layette Kits
10 Feminine Hygiene Kits
20 Cover Them With Love Quilts
Baby blankets, diapers, sleepers, and sweaters
Redirect medical supplies and equipment
Redirect hygiene supplies
Redirect school supplies

Value: $280,540.04



Helpful Links
to donate: midwestmission.org/donate
to see Personal Dignity Kit list: click here
to buy items and have them sent to Midwest Mission: click here

Prayers to Lift Up
Please continue praying for those affected by the earthquakes: pray for those who lost

loved ones, for those who lost everything, and for those who are trying to help with
disaster relief efforts.

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”

John 16:13

Midwest Mission Weekly Projects
Work of the Mission Volunteers

Projects completed
1201 Rice Meals - Manteno, IL UMC
870 UMCOR Menstrual Hygiene Kits
1050 Student Kits
48 Home Care Kits
20 Sewing Machines repaired

Other work done
Bikes repaired
Desks built, polyurethaned
Sewing
Counting items into inventory

Disbursements
Sew Much Joy, Glen Carbon, IL: Redirect fabric Value: $134.00
CICIM, Decatur, IL: Redirect Furniture, hygiene supplies Value: $1,554.00
CICM, Decatur, IL: 1 Bike Value: $90.00
Helping the Homeless, Springfield, IL: 2 Bikes Value: $180.00

http://midwestmission.org/donate
https://files.constantcontact.com/15bbc602901/10100f97-b4c4-4e4f-b310-b5b35d670c08.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/360CZAC62IHG0/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex?


Graettinger UMC, Graettinger, IA: Redirect fabric Value: $107.50
Dominican Republic, Food For The Poor: See Story

​Midwest Mission is able to do this work because of your generous donations
and willingness to volunteer. Thank you!

Share some GOD news with those you
love!

Do you have family or friends that need some GOOD News - GOD News - to uplift them?
If so please click on the button below and share the link provided. The more we can
spread the word about the work God is doing here, the more we can make the world a
happier place.

Link to Share the Midwest Mission Newsletter

Ready to Get Involved?

Schedule Your Mission Journey
Dates are available in 2023 and 2024

Need a Saturday option for team volunteering
or assistance in booking?

Contact Pat Wright at pat@midwestmission.org
or 217-697-4063

​Click below to check calendar openings and to
reserve your spots.

Mission Journey  Reservation Calendar

Volunteers at Work
February 13-17, 2023

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/naVatna/EmailSignUp?source_id=df02000e-6544-4be8-979c-b7bf7e692f66&source_type=em&c=
mailto:pat@midwestmission.org
https://www.midwestmission.org/mission-journey/volunteer
https://mmdc.volunteermatrix.com/




Volunteer Leaders



Chuck & Karen Porter
Brighton, IL

Volunteer Teams

First UMC
Valparaiso, IN

Monticello UMC
Monticello, IL

SASED Morning Shift
Springfield, IL

SASED Afternoon Shift
​Springfield, IL

We are so grateful for all our regular volunteers, and the time they give towards volunteering at

Midwest Mission. We appreciate their passion and dedication to the ministry!
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February 24, 2023

Medical Supplies Show God's Love in Grenada

This is 14-year-old, Jeremiah. He lives in
Grenada, and is a ray of sunshine to everyone he
meets. Jeremiah also has a few physical
limitations, having multiple surgeries since birth
which left him with physical challenges. He needs
a wheelchair for mobility, and also requires
disposable diapers so he can enjoy life as a
young boy. 

In Grenada, medical supplies and diapers are
expensive, and unaffordable for most. Health is
one of the four core areas at Midwest Mission,
providing medical supplies and equipment to
those who do not have access to necessary
items. The last shipment from Midwest Mission
included an assortment of medical supplies as

http://midwestmission.org/donate


well as disposable diapers, to help meet medical
needs in their communities. 

As Food For The Poor’s in-country partners in
Grenada distributed supplies, they stopped at a
children’s home. It happened to be the children’s
home Jeremiah lived in, where they distributed
medical supplies and kits.

Jeremiah was given disposable diapers.

His response to the
donation?
“God really loves me.”
How touching, yet heart-breaking that these
disposable diapers were so needed yet
unattainable that this was his sign that God really
loves him.

At Midwest Mission, our mission is to show God’s
love in a practical way - we want everyone who receives a kit or item to know that
they are loved by God, and by the people who sent the items.

Juanita, Jeremiah’s social worker, said, “He is never down, if you were not seeing
him, but only hearing him, you would never know that he has all these challenges.
He is an inspiration to me.”

May Jeremiah be an inspiration to all of us, and a reminder that each item we send
shows God’s love to someone who really needs it. 

 

An Item for "Some Day" is Needed by Someone
"Today"

As part of Midwest Mission’s area of health, we
send medical supplies and equipment in most of
our international shipments. There is a great need
in developing countries for supplies we take for
granted in our country. 

We have access to wheelchairs, crutches, and
canes. We can borrow them from a friend, or
purchase them from our doctor. Orthopedic supplies
are a part of our everyday health care.

But for others? This is a luxury. 

According to the Wheelchair Foundation, over 110
million people in the world need a wheelchair, but
do not have one. Less than 10% of people who

require a wheelchair in developing countries have access to one.*

Many of us in America have wheelchairs, crutches, and other orthopedic supplies
sitting around, taking up space in closets and garages, because we might need them



some day. 

But, what we might use some day, is
desperately needed by someone
today. 

We will have access to another item, should we
need it again. 

They do not have access, and they need it now. 

At Midwest Mission, we collect medical supplies,
such as wheelchairs, crutches, and canes, to give
to those who are in desperate need today. 

Do you have something you are ready to donate? 
You can bring it to Midwest Mission (1001 Mission
Drive, Pawnee, IL 62558) from 8am-4pm Monday through Friday, or leave it in our
front breezeway when we are closed - don’t forget to fill out a donation form! 

Visit midwestmission.org/collect-donate for more information. 

*Read more statistics here.

http://midwestmission.org/collect-donate
http://www.wheelchairfoundation.org/fth/analysis-of-wheelchair-need/


Helpful Links
to donate: midwestmission.org/donate
to see Personal Dignity Kit list: click here
to buy items and have them sent to Midwest Mission: click here

Prayers to Lift Up
When it seems like the devil is trying to get under our skin, we know God has amazing

things in store. Please pray for continued faithfulness as we listen to God's call for
Midwest Mission. Pray that we will continue sending the right items to the right places, in

God's time.

"In their hearts humans plan their course, but the Lord establishes their steps."
Proverbs 16:9

Midwest Mission Weekly Projects
Work of the Mission Volunteers

Projects completed
10 Feminine Hygiene Kits
560 Layette Kits
280 Student Kits
270 UMCOR Menstrual Hygiene Kits
10 Personal Dignity Kits
270 Off-Site Student Kits, Wesley UMC, Naperville, IL

Other work done
Bikes repaired
Sewing machines repaired
Desks built, polyurethaned
Counting items into inventory

Disbursements
St. John's Breadline, Springfield, IL: Redirect food Value: $1,482.40
Fairview Elementary School, Springfield, IL: Redirect hygiene and school supplies Value: $182.00
Salvation Army, Springfield, IL: Redirect food Value: $1,642.20

http://midwestmission.org/donate
https://files.constantcontact.com/15bbc602901/10100f97-b4c4-4e4f-b310-b5b35d670c08.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/360CZAC62IHG0/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex?


Springfield Rotary, Springfield, IL: Redirect food Value: $5,752.80

​Midwest Mission is able to do this work because of your generous donations
and willingness to volunteer. Thank you!

Share some GOD news with those you
love!

Do you have family or friends that need some GOOD News - GOD News - to uplift them?
If so please click on the button below and share the link provided. The more we can
spread the word about the work God is doing here, the more we can make the world a
happier place.

Link to Share the Midwest Mission Newsletter

Ready to Get Involved?

Schedule Your Mission Journey
Dates are available in 2023 and 2024

Need a Saturday option for team volunteering
or assistance in booking?

Contact Pat Wright at pat@midwestmission.org
or 217-697-4063

​Click below to check calendar openings and to
reserve your spots.

Volunteer Reservation Calendar

Volunteers at Work
February 20-24, 2023

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/naVatna/EmailSignUp?source_id=b262e23f-8d5b-4279-89d1-bc64c2c88383&source_type=em&c=
mailto:pat@midwestmission.org
https://mmdc.volunteermatrix.com/




Volunteer Leaders

Chuck & Karen Porter
Brighton, IL

Brett and Kristi Ahrens
Stratford, IA

Volunteer Teams



Grace UMC
Jacksonville, IL

Union Reunion
St. Louis, MO

Trinity
New Albany, IN

Taylorville UMC
​Taylorville, IL

Parker Rutz
Highland, IL

Sanita Jennings
​Chatham, IL

Mike and Peggy Dunlap
​Springfield, IL

Nettie Harmon
​​Springfield, IL



South Side Christian Church
​​Springfield, IL

Simpson Group
​Springfield, IL

We are so grateful for all our regular volunteers, and the time they give towards volunteering at

Midwest Mission. We appreciate their passion and dedication to the ministry!
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